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DEDICATION

To our forebears who fell, yet by deeds live,

To the old, zealous to leave legacies, lost to them,

To my youth, seeking dreams due generations gone,

To us, “the bridge” who must make Ghana work,

To posterity, unborn yet hopeful we’re right,

To God, who blessed our Homeland.
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INTRODUCTION
Dear Ghanaian,

No other generation in the history of our dear Ghana, has 
been more crucially important than our generation. We are the 
only generation serving as a bridge – a bridge between the dreams 
our forefathers left unfulfilled and the hopes of posterity yet 
unborn. The burden of generational nation-building requires that 
every generation bequeaths to posterity after it, a Ghana better 
than they came to meet it, one that guarantees that each generation 
starts from a foundation stronger and greater than their fathers. 
That is how great nations are built. Sadly, albeit in my view, our 
generation seems not to have a lot left to it, yet so much is expected 
of ours to guarantee that posterity does not find a destiny so bleak 
as ours.

Our beloved country, through the struggles of its founding 
fathers gained independence over 60 years ago. In that period, 
our great grandparents, grandparents and parents have lived and 
we, have been born. We can no longer say: “we were left poor by 
our colonial masters” – the truth is, while they were here – they 
used the same resources we have today (the gold, human resource, 
the land, etc) – to make their nations as rich as they are now. But 
we must indeed ask ourselves this question: “if the nations of the 
world were to gather together, what would we be proud to say we 
offer the world, without which the world would never be the same 
again?” Our individual consciences deserve answers.

Every Ghanaian of age and reasoning, can point to a few 
agreeable reasons why Ghana’s economic and social landscape 
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are not up to the standard it ought to have been. That’s not what 
this small treatise seeks to do – I simply want to share 7 truths 
with you – the truths that don’t easily always cross our minds 
– like “DWARVES” – standing in our presence yet unnoticed. 
Notwithstanding, truths that are crucial to us moving forward 
– moving forward by first crossing the “BRIDGE” of our own 
hard-formed political and religious notions. Yes, indeed Seven 
Dwarves and a Broken Little Bridge.

Respectfully,
– Marricke Kofi Gane
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A DWARF CALLED BLESSED:

“God Has Already Blessed Us”

The first line of our national anthem plays “God bless our 
homeland, Ghana; and make our nation great and strong” – The 
truth is, God has already bountifully blessed our homeland 
Ghana – several times over, with fertile lands, rich natural 
resources, excellent geographical location and atmospheric 
features, strong and able-bodied citizenry and arguably 
one of the best fertility endowments globally. The only 
reason we haven’t yet become “Great and Strong” is simple 
– we ignored actualising the part of the line that said “…. 
AND MAKE….” Yes, we have for over 60+ years, trampled 
on the wisdom to MAKE our focus the intentional evolution 
of our brains instead of the filthy pockets of our powerful 
few; for 6+ decades we have exalted the religiosity of God 
instead of focusing on the first thing He did that made Him 
God - and us, His image – He is a “MAKER” of things; for 
more than half a century we owned our natural resources 
and failed to MAKE value out of them, yet were happy to 
MAKE our different governments custodians, whose only 
view of economic progress have been to sell our value-
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laden-resources but with no appreciation of the value in 
them; we have over 3 generations succeeded in fighting 
our physical slave masters, gaining independence, then 
turning around to MAKE ourselves slaves to their loans 
and our mediocrity. In this country, we MAKE mediocrity 
look lofty and creativity, foolish; we MAKE the corrupt 
honourable and hardworking, unworthy emulations; in 
this country, we MAKE originality sinful and blind 
followership, bliss.

Let’s not be fooled - we have enough, with which to build 
the best hospitals, raise the best farms, engineer the best 
educational systems, own the best research institutions, 
construct the most intricate road networks, become 
globally relevant and everything to be imagined elsewhere; 
we have enough to become a country others will die to 
visit; we have enough to create a paradise we as citizens 
will be too proud to leave; We have enough, to become 
great, we have more than enough to become strong.

God has blessed our homeland Ghana, it’s up to us, to 
MAKE her great and strong. Can Ghana count on you? If 
she can, then let the revolution begin. With you.

“There is much food in the fallow ground of a poor people, 
but because of injustice, there is waste in the land”

~ The Holy Bible: Proverbs 13:23
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A DWARF CALLED PEACE:

“The Curse of Our Good Nature”

Everywhere we turn, we are told “Ghanaians are peace-loving 
people.” Often, we get told it, as though it was a one-size-fits-
all charm that supposedly works on our minds, emotions 
and psyche anytime we wish to step forward to demand 
what we deserve. It’s almost as though it is a magical phrase 
that STOPs us from being positively aggressive – for good. 
A phrase that stagnates the status quo, one that keeps the 
Ghanaian subconsciously timid.

By and by, it is almost starting to mean more than the fact 
that we are a “peace-loving people.” Gradually it is 
beginning to be a substitute for “don’t DEMAND it”, all too 
often it is beginning to sound more like “Hey! I know I am 
stealing from you and cheating you from your share of what is 
yours as Ghanaian, but hey, we don’t have to fight about it – we 
are peace loving people.” Maybe someday in the future, it may 
even become – “we are at the end of the road, you lost on equity, 
I won on greed – but don’t worry – we are all peace-loving people.” 
Well, it may sound far-fetched but one day, we may just 
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blame our “Peace-loving” nature for the same things we once 
blamed our colonial masters for, only this time, the ship 
would be our own subtle psychology.

If “Peace from war,” was all that was needed to make life 
meaningful and fulfilling, I have no doubt Ghanaians 
would be one of the happiest, most fulfilled and most 
accomplished people. If however, “Peace is freedom from 
disturbances that inhibit comfortable and progressive living,” then 
we neither have peace nor can we be lovers of peace if our 
citizens are not free from personal economic disturbances 
of poverty; if a majority of our youth are not free from the 
disturbances of an imbecile educational system that does 
not position them to solve our own problems and 
tomorrow’s global challenges; if our very democracy is not 
free from the disturbances of a political system that grants 
absolute power to a ruthless few and absolute submission 
to the stronger mass; if we, as a people are not free from 
the disturbing shackles of corruption, greed and tribalism 
that takes us seven steps backwards for every three we take 
forward.

We have deceived ourselves for 60+ years. We have believed 
that in order to have “our peace” (and not deteriorate into civil 
war), we must be content with our poverty, mediocrity, 
world-stage insignificance, tribalism, gross indiscipline, 
societal dysfunctionality……
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We could have had it all – the peace, the wealth, the global 
greatness, first world status…. But we didn’t. We can 
choose to have it all NOW. We should! We must! Yet I ask, 
will we?

“When someone you don’t know, tells you the truth that those 
you know didn’t, you learn to look under the surface of life”

~ Cassandra Clare
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A DWARF CALLED EQUALITY:

“We Are All Born Unequally Equal”

You may have heard the saying “we are all born equal” – well, 
the only point at which we are all born equal is – coming 
out of our mothers’ bellies. Beyond that, we would be lying 
to ourselves thinking we are all at the same level in the 
social value chain.

IF the system works, then we can be guaranteed two things, 
that:

(i) When we exert effort X, we can reach level Y on the social 
value chain; and

(ii) Those who have nothing at all, will at least live above “the 
bottom of the ladder.”

Sadly, the system doesn’t work, so we are confronted with 
this fundamental truth – some put in their maximum efforts 
and reap the wind, while others put in nothing and reap 
bounties that last countless generations of their bloodlines.

It’s the harsh truth. Look, there are families in Ghana 
mainly political and others, who will NEVER have to raise 
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a finger again for the next thirty plus years of Ghana’s 
existence to work. They will never know what it feels to 
go to school or sleep at night hungry, ponder how to cover 
the rent in arrears, cry about fuel price raises, or lie on a 
theatre bed dying from an inability to pay before life-saving 
operations or drugs are administered.

Unfortunately, if things remain as they are, many 
Ghanaians, quite possibly you reading this booklet and 
your children’s children, will struggle in this same manner 
for many coming years. You see, I am a trained Accountant 
and very early on, we are made to understand “the books 
must always balance.” The wealth of our nation is ONE, so 
if one group is getting more, it can only be the result of 
one of two things – they are either getting more from 
outside Ghana or from the other half in Ghana. Oh, and 
if they are getting it from outside Ghana, then they are 
getting it ALL in our collective names - it doesn’t matter 
whether you get a piece or not.

We need to understand these truths – that the facilitating 
power of capital, will always earn it more than a good mind 
without capital; and the creativity of an excellent mind, 
will always be valuable than the labour of the hands; but 
that all three, if equitably applied, should make us all live 
comfortable lives. IF.

If therefore, you lend your capital wisely, apply your mind 
to solutions, exert your hands to excellent effort, yet, others 
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who have not matched your inputs are fattened in their 
bellies and full in their purses, enough to banish poverty 
from their entire lineage – we would be fools not to 
question the hand, the system or even the God that dealt 
us and them such injustice.

“The worst form of inequality is the attempt to equalize 
what is obviously not equal to all”

~ Aristotle



- 12 -

A DWARF CALLED POLITICS:

“This Whole Political Fraud”

We Ghanaians have not learnt to be patriotically 
independent. Where politics is concerned, it is almost 
impossible for one to THINK politically independently and 
still be accepted. Our Politics of Paradox - you are told to 
“THINK outside the BOX,” but not outside your political 
GROUP that dwells in the BOX.

I would have argued differently if our political parties were 
highly IDEALISTIC. I would understand that people 
supported their parties because they share the same or 
part of those ideals, but that is hardly the case. Sadly, that 
inability to THINK politically and ethnically independently, 
is the reason many albeit unconsciously, are part of a 
political party – their thinking must conform, otherwise 
they feel lost on their own. In Ghana, most political parties 
cater distinctly for people’s ethno-belonging, which then 
becomes the driving force for their political ideals or 
dogma. In Ghana, the ideals of most political parties do 
not start with political thinking, they do not start with “what 
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is best for Ghana?” They start with the need for ethnic 
belonging or as vehicles for crystallising a dislike for 
another political group.

For these reasons, we normally do not question the wrongs 
of our political parties because you see, we wouldn’t merely 
be questioning an ideology or a way of thinking – we would 
be questioning something deeper – we would be questioning 
our own ethnocentric fabric, our most fundamental level 
of belonging. So rather than that, we prefer to defend the 
wrongs of our political parties, ask no questions, demand 
no accountability, protect our belonging – Ghana can 
suffer as a result – but not us. It shouldn’t surprise us 
therefore, that these same folks rise into Government and 
expect to function in the same non-accountability – 
because we endorsed the same at party levels – based on 
our hate for the “other folks” or our belonging.

What many don’t realise or know, but pretend to ignore 
is: that every blind political allegiance equals a prioritisation 
of party and individual greed over Ghana’s, thereby, 
justifying ethnicity over nationalism and validating the 
wrongs of ruling interests over citizen disinterests. In the 
grand scheme of it all – Ghana never wins, Ghana could 
never win. How could Ghana win when we as custodians 
of her most prized assets – our votes, exchange it not for 
progress, not for greater posterity but for mere belonging 
– the very belonging that party elites spit on by hoarding 
the wealth such belonging should have entitled us to and 
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leaving millions of ordinary Ghanaians exactly where they 
first joined. Yet we will vote them into power again, defend 
them again and after all said and done, we question again 
why Ghana is where it is - again.

The politician is not the fraud – we are. It is we who give 
them the opportunity to rise into positions their integrity 
cannot handle, it is we who defend their thievery in the 
name of party loyalty and by that, encourage them to 
continue, it is we who validate their bid to repeat it all by 
voting them back into power –well, in Latin, we say “Corvus 
oculum corvi non eruit.”

Ghana needs nothing from us except honest voter choices 
– choices above our political affiliations, above our political 
allegiances, above ourselves – choices bold enough to give 
Ghana a new breath of life when she needs it most. Behold, 
let the old pass………

“Patriotism is supporting your country all the time, and 
your government when it deserves it”

~ Mark Twain



- 15 -

A DWARF CALLED PROGRESS:

“The World is Leaving”

The world has moved on since the agrarian age. It moved 
on further in the industrial and Information ages – today 
we are in the knowledge age, combined with the tapering 
of the eras prior – actually, no! We are in the innovation 
age. With the untameable speed of technology and the 
growing complexities of human and technological 
evolutions, the gap between us and the rest of the advanced 
and advancing world, is only getting wider… and wider… 
faster. Multiply that by two – for old cultural and 
restraining religious values we still hold dear.

It only takes a cursory comparison of our educational, 
health, policing, transporta tion and other basic 
infrastructures to agree, we have quite a gap to fill before 
we draw close to the rest of the world. Sometimes I wonder 
whether we do or have ever had an agenda of becoming a 
first world nation too – even if just as a fantasy. There is 
nothing happening in Ghana today, that forces me to 
believe we did at a point at least. I am sorry.
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If you ask me, the global availability and access to 
technology (if we want it bad enough), is the only real and 
final opportunity we have, to leapfrog and bridge the gap 
between where we are and where we were supposed to be. 
It is the only opportunity we have, to search for and find 
a more convincingly positive answer to the painful question 
– “what have we been competitively doing with our independence, 
60+ years after we got it?”

If we want to bridge the gap, if we want it bad enough – it 
will mean integrating technology into everything we do; 
it means making our citizens technologically savvy so they 
can both be domestically productive, evolve innovations 
and attract global high-spec jobs to Ghana; it means 
making technology the basis on which we ground every 
single public policy and infrastructure, so that they grow, 
as the people and global trends also evolve; it means making 
technology the singular thread that runs through every 
element of our national decision making – both in running 
public services more efficiently, gauging our future 
positioning and entrenching our competitiveness.

There is a difference between greed that focuses on the 
individual (I must have more than everybody else) and one that 
focuses on the nation (i.e. Ghana must get a bigger share of 
every pie of global and regional opportunities). The latter – 
national greed, is what we need, to replace our destructive 
individual greed. We must dare to look into the future 
before the rest of Africa does, we must be aggressive enough 
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to take opportunities presented in that future, before 
anyone else does.

The real big question is – do those leading us see where the 
world is heading? Yes, it is entirely different from “what 
gadgets the world is using.” If they do, are they positioning 
Ghana in that future? If not, where are they leading us? 
Why are they leading us?

“Dum excusare credis, accusas” ~ St. Jerome 

(When you believe you are excusing yourself,  
you are accusing yourself)
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A DWARF CALLED REALITY:

“Understand This One Thing”

For many years, our posture as a country has been one 
that seems to say - “we have nothing to do with or compete for 
in the world – we are happy in our little corner.” The truth may 
hurt – but we have largely been plagued with a lot of talk 
and minimal action. We have been more non-strategically 
reactive than purposefully proactive in our development 
agendas. We have been plagued with a lot of intra-political 
accusations and counteraccusations without substantive 
system resets. We have dwelt so much on past glories and 
acted lethargic in creating new successes. We Are Just…Here!

We need to understand this one thing: that the fight to win 
independence from our colonial masters was just one phase 
of two. We are in a new fight to win over our independence 
from the entitlement-mentality of an entire generation, 
obsessed with the greed of personal self-interests, not 
patriotism.
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We need to understand this one thing: that no one will make 
Ghana great for us and leave it in a state that will continue 
to serve our best interests; that in the world we live in, 
there are no such things as friends – every country, behind 
the facade of cordiality, seeks their best interests – we 
MUST too. The world is a business place – our ignorance, 
intentional or feigned will always be other’s opportunity.

We need to understand this one thing: that the rot won’t stop, 
the plunder won’t stop, insofar as the benefits of gaining 
from doing wrong far outstrip the risks of losing while 
doing so – the rot will only stop if we guarantee the risks 
of disproportionate loss for every wrong done and doable.

We need to understand this one thing: that perhaps the bluntest 
truth in the era of our last 6 decades is this – “our country 
Ghana, needs total cleansing and a political, economic, mental 
and religious REBOOT”. If it doesn’t happen, we will continue 
in this sorry circus of musical chairs. It’s the blunt truth 
that begs the question – if your vote could be the key to that 
reboot – would you use it?

“Etiam capillus unus habet umbram”

~ Publilius Syrus

(Even one hair has a shadow)
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A DWARF CALLED CHANCE:

“We Still Stand a Chance”

There are countries, that are such that, saying you come 
from them – opens doors. They didn’t just happen, they 
were crafted, then built – we can too.

Whenever and wherever history has been made – it has 
taken the ordinary people no one believed in, to do so.  We 
can too.

We’ll all die, but we die a better death knowing we left our 
beloved country better than we came to meet it. Else, we 
were never deserving of calling it our motherland.

We’re at a point where it can NO MORE be about our 
tribes, or what political parties we belong to. We are at a 
point where the greatest error would be to gloss over the 
fact that NOW, it has to be about Ghana.

I was once on a trip to a conference in Singapore. There I 
chanced on a man, an old public official at my host’s dinner. 
He was mentored under the Lee Kwan Yew administration 
and as soon as I told him I was from Ghana, he lit up. He 
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mentioned how he had been told great stories by his 
predecessors about Ghana. According to him, Ghana was 
one of the many countries his public service predecessors 
had been to, to learn lessons that were in the day, relevant 
for their own national progress. Then I asked him “How do 
you feel about us now?” He let his head down for a moment, 
his eyes twitched then he said something to me that has 
never yet left my mind:

“Every country has those twilight moments, once in every while. 
They are like little windows that open in the destinies of countries 
from time to time and those countries that recognise these openings 
and take advantage of them, take giant leaps in their evolution. 
I think Ghana has another twilight moment now because many 
countries have done things that can be learned easily and adapted 
and also because technology is available at its efficiency peak. I 
must say however that from the pace at which the world is 
evolving, if you miss this window, it could set you back another 
50 years”

We have a journey ahead of us. The question to start on 
that journey is:

“What are WE willing to do differently?” We can walk with 
the dwarves as we have always done – or take a chance 
over the broken bridge we’ve never been bold to cross. 
“What are WE willing to do differently?”
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“You can’t outwit fate by standing on the sidelines, placing little 
bets about the outcome of life. If you don’t play the game, you 

can’t win”

~ Judith McNaugh
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